
RESOLUTION NUMBER 39 

HONORING CHADWICK BOSEMAN   

 

WHEREAS, the news on Friday, August 28, 2020 of the untimely death of renowned African-American actor 

Chadwick Boseman at age 43 left many surprised and greatly saddened; and  

 

WHEREAS, this shocking news left his fans and industry peers struggling to take stock of a meteoric career 

cut short and the impact of an actor whose work shined a light on Black history and culture; and    

 

WHEREAS, Chadwick Boseman is known for his portrayal of T'Challa, “The Black Panther”, in the Marvel 

Cinematic Universe from 2016 to 2019, particularly in Black Panther (2018), and for his starring roles as 

several pioneering Americans, Jackie Robinson in 42 (2013), James Brown in Get on Up (2014), and Thurgood 

Marshall in Marshall (2017); and   

 

WHEREAS, He also had choice parts in The Express (2008), Draft Day (2014), and Message from the King 

(2016); and   

 

WHEREAS, born in Anderson, South Carolina, he attended Howard University and studied at the Oxford Mid-

Summer Program for acting, before moving to Los Angeles in 2008 to pursue his craft on the big screen; and  

 

WHEREAS, he died in 2020, after a four-year bout with colon cancer, during which time he had starred in 

several of the biggest movies ever made; and  

 

WHEREAS, Marvel’s Black Panther was a cultural phenomenon, a historic box office success that’s brought in 

rave reviews and sparked conversation all over social media and traditional media alike; and   

 

WHEREAS, Black Panther was a healthy injection of powerful, beautiful images of the black body. It’s what’s 

behind the lure of Wakanda, a land of black vibrancy, freedom, diversity, and discourse not blighted by outside 

forces or forced to negotiate with anyone but themselves; and   

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to recognize life achievements and contributions of Chadwick Boseman and by adoption of 

this Resolution wish to join with those celebrating and honoring his life. We further direct the Clerk of this 

Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 

commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place and to those deemed appropriate by 

the Sponsor. 

 

 

Introduced this 18th day of September, 2020 by:  

The Honorable John Muhammad, Alderwoman 21st Ward  

 

Adopted this 18th day of September, 2020 as attested by 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 



 


